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The Bonaire Climate Case: The Right To be Heard 
 

Abstract  

Climate change is often discussed in terms of numbers – degrees, timelines, and targets. But 

on Bonaire, a Caribbean island that is part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, climate change 

is lived daily: in rising seas, extreme heat and the slow disappearance of land, coral and 

history. 

 

This episode explores the Bonaire climate case, a landmark lawsuit filed by eight residents of 

Bonaire, in collaboration with Greenpeace, against the Dutch state. The case argues that 

Bonaire receives less climate protection than the European part of the Netherlands, an 

inequality the plaintiffs call unjust.  

 

But this podcast goes beyond the courtroom. 

 

Drawing on urban geographer Maria Kaika’s essay “Don’t Call Me Resilient Again”, we 

examine how climate policy often relies on consensus, indicators and techno-managerial 

solutions, approaches that can mask inequality rather than address it. We ask: what happens 

when communities are told to be “resilient” instead of being protected? 

 

Through personal testimonies, legal struggle and critical theory, the Bonaire case emerges as 

something more than a lawsuit. It becomes an act of dissensus: a demand for equality, 

accountability and the right to be heard. 

 

The court’s verdict in the Bonaire climate case is expected on January 28. 
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